
Central Australia - The War Years - Outback Life
Historians make generalisations about the past based on factual detail.  Like a detective in a court case, the historian must “prove” a point of view. To do this the historian needs evidence. 

Historians divide the evidence they rely on into two categories  primary and secondary source materials:

· Primary sources are  “eye witness” accounts of the event or person the historian is looking at. They can include objects and documents written in the past and or the remembered stories of people who were there at the time.

· Secondary source materials are those things produced  after the event has taken place by people who were not “eye witnesses”.

Like detectives trying to solve a crime, historians weigh  the evidence they use. Generally, historians think that primary source materials are more reliable, more likely to be telling the truth,  than secondary source materials. But, there are always exceptions to the rule - eye witnesses have been known to lie !

Find the following items or extracts from the text  “Outback Life” section of  “Central Australia” the War Years Briefly describe the bigger item from which  the extract  eg letter, photo, history  book, speech extract, web narrative, diary  etc. Use your detective skills to find the approximate date in the past  the extract is referring  to and the approximate date when the item was produced. Place

· a “P” next to those items which are “Primary” source materials 

· an “S” next to those you think are secondary. 

Be prepared to justify your answers.

	Document - Extract
	Item 
	Dates
	P/S

	1. For a time there were even discussions of Alice Springs permanently replacing Darwin as the capital of the Northern Territory.
	
	
	
	

	2. The photograph of Alice Springs labelled “Saddling paddock at the Alice Springs Racecourse - 1936”
	
	
	
	

	3. I would rise at 3 am and take a kerosene lantern across the fields to light up the fires in primitive smoky ovens.
	
	
	
	

	4. Alice Springs, in my opinion, will not naturally increase beyond a population of 1,500. 
	
	
	
	

	5. In 1965 a new terminal and fire station were opened east of the Seven-Mile Aerodrome to handle Alice Springs’ increased aircraft traffic.
	
	
	
	

	6. Because of the few white Australians in the Centre and the difficult way of life there, social occasions were few and far between… 
	
	
	
	

	7. The mere fact that I have never witnessed a marriage ceremony makes me tingle with impatient anticipation.
	
	
	
	

	8. Another memory is of shopping in Todd Street at Mona’s. 
	
	
	
	

	9. In… Stuart …there were precious few white women and even fewer who were unmarried.
	
	
	
	

	10.  An hotel is a horrid place to stay at … but there is nothing any better …. This is a modern Sodom & Gomorrah !
	
	
	
	


Provided by Alice Springs RSL War Museum (www.alicespringsrsl.com.au)


