Women and Work in the War Years


As you read the sections headed “civilian women and “women in the armed forces”  


complete the following table by listing the paid work performed by residents of Alice Springs in the war years  under the headings provided.





As you make your list indicate if the work was paid (p) or unpaid (up) and put a * next to those jobs not traditionally performed by either sex before the war and put a + next to those jobs performed by many people. 
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Use the information in your table to describe similarities and differences between women and men’s work during the war years. 





Does the information you have compiled help prove or disprove people’s  fears that women would lose their “femininity” if they joined the army? Give reasons for your answer.





As a class list the types of work performed by the male and female parents in your class. As you make your list indicate if the work was paid (p) or unpaid (up),  put a * next to those jobs not  considered traditional to the gender performing it  and put a + next to those jobs performed by many people. 





Use the information in your class table to describe similarities and differences between women and men’s work now.





Now compare both your lists and sentence summary’s  to create some  generalisations about social change in the post war years.





looking at the women’s lists, describe how women’s has work changed since WW11?


looking at the men’s lists, has any thing changed ?





Which group, women or men, have experienced the most change in their working lives since WW11 ? 





For discussion:


what changes can be explained by changes in ideas about femininity ? and what changes can be explained by changes created by new technologies ?


in your opinion, have these changes made life more or less enjoyable ?
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